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 On behalf of Cal Poly and the Governor’s Office of Planning & Research, we welcome you to the Cal Poly 
campus for the second California Climate Action Planning Conference. California is a national and international leader 
in developing solutions for the climate change crisis. Consistent with Cal Poly’s Learn by Doing approach, you have 
been doing the hard work of inventorying greenhouse gas emissions, conducting climate vulnerability assessments, 
collaborating with citizens and public officials, and developing and implementing climate action plans. Now is a moment 
for you to share your collective knowledge and wisdom, and learn from each other. Recently, President Obama said: “...I 
am convinced that no challenge poses a greater threat to our future and future generations than a changing climate...I 
believe there is such a thing as being too late. That shouldn’t make us hopeless. It’s not as if there’s nothing we can do 
about it. We can take action.” With that sentiment driving our work, we look forward to interacting with you in San 
Luis Obispo.      -- The CCAPC Steering Committee and Cal Poly Conference Team
CCAPC Steering Committee
Matt Burris, Raimi & Associates 
Krista Kline, The Los Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate 
Action and Sustainability 
Michael McCormick, Governor’s Office of Planning & Research 
Kate Meis, Local Government Commission 
Jillian Rich, PG&E 
Tammy Seale, Michael Baker International 
Honey Walters, Ascent Environmental
Cal Poly Conference Team
Michael R. Boswell, Ph.D., AICP, Conference Director
Adrienne I. Greve, Ph.D., Assistant Conference Director
Nichole Garner, BSCRP’16, Student Coordinator
Kristi Hogue, Conference Coordinator, Conference & Event 
Planning 
Phoebe-Olivia Frisch-Gebhart, Conference Coordinator, 
Conference & Event Planning
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Special thanks to:
Jeffrey D. Armstrong, Ph.D. President, Cal Poly 
Kathleen Enz Finken, Ph.D., Provost & Executive Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Cal Poly 
Fatma Spanton, Director, Conference & Event Planning 
Hema Dandekar, Ph.D., Head, CRP 
Billy Riggs, Ph.D.,  Assistant Professor, CRP 
Melanni Wiedrich, Administrative Support Coordinator, CRP 
Janet Murrieta, Administrative Support Assistant, CRP 
Christine Theodoropoulos, AIA, PE, Dean, CAED 
Natalie Schaefer, Assistant Dean for External Relations, CAED 
Brenda Flood, Advancement Communications Specialist, CAED 
Josef Kasperovich, Photographer/Media, CAED 
William Siembieda, Ph.D., RCRI Director 
Staff, faculty, and students of the CAED
Cal Poly Vision: Cal Poly will be the nation’s premier comprehensive polytechnic university, an innovative 
institution that develops and inspires whole-system thinkers to serve California and to help solve global challenges.
College of Architecture and Environmental Design 
With nearly 1,700 students, Cal Poly’s College of Architecture and  
Environmental Design (CAED) is the only program in the nation 
with all five disciplines of the built environment under one roof -  
Architectural Engineering, Architecture, City and Regional Planning, 
Construction Management, and Landscape Architecture.  For over a 
half-century the CAED programs and our 16,000 alumni have been 
a positive influence on the forces that shape the planning, design and 
construction worlds.
City and Regional Planning Department
The City and Regional Planning Department (CRP) in the College of 
Architecture and Environmental Design (CAED) promotes sustainable 
and diverse communities within cultural and human systems. CRP 
provides an interdisciplinary professional planning education based 
on a learn-by-doing approach, community outreach, and applied 
research to help communities aspire for better, livable places. 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
The Office of Planning and Research (OPR), created by statute 
in 1970, is part of the Office of the Governor. OPR serves the 
Governor and his Cabinet as staff for long-range planning and 
research, and constitutes the comprehensive state planning agency.
WELCOME
CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS
Resilient Communities Research Institute
Resilient Communities Research Institute (RCRI) in the College 
of Architecture & Environmental Design (CAED) is an applied 
research unit devoted to the application of knowledge and practice 
to improve the quality and safety of the built environment.  RCRI 
utilizes professional and academic teams who focus on resiliency in 
the built environment and the development of actions/processes 
necessary to achieve safe communities utilizing comprehensive 
environmental planning approaches.  RCRI has assisted state, 
local and international organizations on small and large scale 
projects including mitigation, recovery, and climate plans; critical 
infrastructure analysis; and fire resilient exurban road design.
4“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. 
©2015 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. 
pge.com/sustainability
The more than 22,000 men and women who work for 
PG&E deliver some of the nation’s cleanest energy to nearly 
16 million people in Northern and Central California.
We also offer a full portfolio of options to help customers 
save energy and money, including leading programs for 
energy efficiency, demand response and solar installations.
Cleaner energy
for a more sustainable future
Photo courtesy of Iberdrola Renewables
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SoCalGas® believes treating the Earth’s 
resources with respect is critical to the health 
and well-being of the community. Converting 
organic waste into natural gas expands our 
renewable resources.
» ENVIRONMENT
THE ENERGY OF 
socalgas.com
Community 
Planning
Berkeley | Riverside | Los Angeles 510.666.1010
Public 
Health
Sustainability
www.raimiassociates.com
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Welcome to Cal Poly!
TIME SESSION LOCATION
8:00 - 9:00am Registration / Check-In Opens
(Available all day)
Spanos Theater Patio
9:00 - 10:15 Opening Keynote Address PAC Pavilion
10:15 - 10:30 BREAK (15 minutes) Spanos Theater Patio
10:30 - 
12:00pm
Plenary Panel: California 2050: 
Tomorrow’s Future Starts Today
PAC Pavilion
12:00 - 1:30 LUNCH  (Networking) 19 Metro station
1:30 - 3:00 CAP 2.0: Learning from the First Round 
of CAP Updates
PAC Pavilion
Innovative Approaches in Outreach & 
Education
Phillips Hall
3:00 - 3:15 BREAK (15 minutes) Spanos Theater Patio
3:15 - 4:45 The Effect of State Policy & Court 
Rulings on Local Climate Action Planning
PAC Pavilion
Linking Public Health & Climate Change Phillips Hall
4:45 - 6:00 Wine & Cheese Social Sage - Vista Grande
6:00 - 7:00 Special Student Session on Careers in 
Climate Action Planning
Phillips Hall
6:00 - 9:00pm SLO Farmers’ Market (on-your-own) Downtown San Luis Obispo
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TIME SESSION LOCATION
8:00 - 8:30am Coffee Social Spanos Theater Patio
8:30 - 10:00 Local GHG Emissions Reduction Planning 
Beyond 2020
PAC Pavilion
Adapting to Climate Change Phillips Hall
10:00 - 10:15 BREAK (15 minutes) Spanos Theater Patio
10:15 - 11:30 Successful Renewable Energy Actions PAC Pavilion
The Right Tool for the Right Job: The Past, 
Present, and Future of GHG Management 
Tools
Phillips Hall
11:30 - 1:00 LUNCH  (Networking) 19 Metro station
1:00 - 2:15 Successful Energy & Water Efficiency 
Actions
PAC Pavilion
Regional Collaboratives for Climate 
Action & Sustainability *
Phillips Hall
2:15 - 2:30 BREAK (15 minutes) Spanos Theater Patio
2:30 - 3:45 Achieving Broader Community Goals 
Through Climate Action Planning
PAC Pavilion
Understanding the Role for Agriculture 
& Land Conservation in Climate Action 
Planning
Phillips Hall
3:45 - 5:00pm The Future of Climate Action Planning 
(Closing Plenary Session)
PAC Pavilion
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* Following this session will be a Special Session on exploring the potential for a Central Coast 
regional collaborative will be held Fri, Aug. 14 from 2:30-3:45pm in the University Union (UU), Room 
216.
8Session Speakers
DAY 1:       Thursday,  August 13
Opening Keynote Address
Introductory remarks by:
•  Kathleen Enz Finken, Provost & Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs, 
Cal Poly SLO
• Christine Theodoropoulos, Dean, College of Architecture & Environmental 
Design, Cal Poly SLO
Moderator:  Dr. Michael R. Boswell, Professor, City & Regional Planning, Cal Poly SLO
Salud Carbajal, First District Supervisor, 
County of Santa Barbara
9:00 - 10:15am (PAC Pavilion) 
California 2050: Tomorrow’s Future Starts Today
By 2050, California’s population will have reached 50 million.  Accommodating 
this growth while achieving the state’s ambitious environmental and economic 
goals will require dramatic shifts in the way we plan communities over the next 
35 years. At the same time our state is becoming increasingly diverse and our 
two largest generations— millennials and baby boomers— are turning the way 
we think about housing and transportation on it’s head. Technology has provided 
an opening for major disruptions.  From shared mobility and autonomous 
vehicles to smart grids— the future starts with our plans today. Panelists will 
discuss innovative strategies for a sustainable 2050 and solutions for getting 
there.
Moderator: Kate Meis, Executive Director, Local Government Commission
• Dian Grueneich, Senior Research Scholar, 
Stanford University and former CPUC 
Commissioner 
• Mike Swords, Vice President Partnerships, 
Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator
10:30 - 12:00pm (PAC Pavilion) 
CAP 2.0: Learning from the First Round of CAP Updates
California saw a burst of climate action planning in the late 2000s. The young 
field struggled with how to do GHG emissions inventories and how to develop 
meaningful, effective policy. Many communities are now well into implementation 
of their climate action plans and some have begun their first round of 
plan updates. This session will look at lessons learned from these pioneer 
communities in the field: what works, what doesn’t, and what needs to be done 
next.
Moderator: Tammy Seale, Michael Baker International
• Cory Downs, Conservation Specialist, City 
of Chula Vista
• Bianca Siegl, Long Range and Mobility 
Planning Manager, City of West Hollywood
• Alex Porteshawver, Michael Baker 
International and City of Benecia
• Heather Abrams, Environmental Programs 
Manager, City of Menlo Park
• Garrett Wong, Sustainability Analyst, City 
of Santa Monica
1:30 - 3:00pm (PAC Pavilion) 
Innovative Approaches in Outreach & Education
As with any planning process, community understanding and support of the 
topic is an essential ingredient for successful climate change and sustainability 
plans. Climate Action Plans that can speak to a community’s values and priorities 
are likely to gain broader support in adoption and implementation. Panelists 
during this session, will provide an overview of Californian’s attitudes toward 
climate change issues, highlight tools and resources available to engage the 
public, and share best practices/lessons learned from communities that have 
engaged stakeholders in innovative ways.
Moderator: Leeanne Singleton, Sustainability + Community Planner, Raimi + Associates
• Lunna Lopes, Research Associate, Public 
Policy Institute of California 
• Ryan Wiggins, State Cap and Trade 
Campaign Manager, TransForm 
• Cara Pike, Executive Director, Climate 
Access 
• Michael DeVirgillio, City Council, City of 
Hermosa Beach 
1:30 - 3:00pm (Phillips Hall) 
PROGRAM
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The Effect of State Policy and Court Rulings on Local Climate Action 
Planning
New Governor’s executive orders, legislation, case law and policy guidance 
continue to evolve how local governments are addressing climate change.  
This session will provide an update on selected recent cases, resources and 
policy guidance. The session will also discuss the new normal of climate change 
institutionalization as an integral component of good planning.
Moderator: Michael McCormick, Senior Planner, Governor’s Office of Planning & 
Research
• Rich Walter, Principal, ICF International
• Dylan Johnson, Associate, Brownstein 
Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP
• Brian Holland, Director of Climate 
Programs, ICLEI – Local Governments For 
Sustainability
• Michael McCormick, Senior Planner, 
Governor’s Office of Planning & Research
3:15 - 4:45pm (PAC Pavilion) 
Linking Public Health & Climate Change
For good and bad, climate change and public health are inextricably linked. The 
public health impacts of climate change, which are already becoming apparent, 
will be enormous. However, the topic of public health also presents a valuable 
opportunity for climate action planning, providing a relevant, understandable, 
and rallying topic for discussing the abstract and polarizing topic of climate 
change. In this session, practitioners will discuss their efforts to address the 
public health impacts of climate change as well as how the topic of public health 
helps inform climate action planning.
Moderator: Matt Burris, Associate Principal, Raimi + Associates
• Cyndy Comerford, Planning, Policy & 
Analysis Manager, San Francisco Department 
of Public Health--Environmental Health 
Branch
• Kathleen Karle, Health Promotion Division 
Manager, SLO County Public Health Services
• Aleka Seville, Director of Advisory 
Services, Four Twenty Seven
• Matt Burris, Associate Principal, Raimi + 
Associates
3:15 - 4:45pm (Phillips Hall) 
DAY 2:     Friday,  August 14
Local GHG Emissions Reduction Planning Beyond 2020
With the issuance of the Executive Order B-30-15, recent court rulings in 
San Diego, and the likelihood of new legislation adopting new GHG reduction 
targets for 2030 and 2050, the focus for state and local GHG reduction planning 
is shifting to the period beyond 2020.  There are numerous challenges for local 
climate action plans (CAPs) and CEQA compliance in terms of operationalizing 
long term GHG reduction targets. These include determining the balance of 
reductions due to federal and state initiatives vs. local initiatives, managing the 
pace of change at the local level.  The panel will share insights and practical 
suggestions from the 2015 AEP white paper on the post-2020 challenge, cities 
that are already addressing GHG reduction beyond AB-32, and BAAQMD’s 
current effort to advance local and regional long-term GHG planning.
Moderator: Rich Walter, Principal, ICF
• Rich Walter, Principal, ICF International
• Abby Young, Principal Environmental 
Planner, BAAQMD
• Nicole Vermillion, Associate Principal, 
Placeworks
8:30 - 10:00am (PAC Pavilion) 
Adapting to Climate Change
Adaptation refers to strategies devised to address unavoidable changes 
projected to occur as a result of climate change. Adaptation has been the focus 
of planning long enough that lessons can be learned from early efforts. This 
panel examines the effectiveness of strategies that have been implemented and 
explores ways to devise adaptation approaches to address impacts on specific 
aspects of community function and at different spatial scales. The speakers 
represent a diversity of entities pursuing climate adaptation, illustrating the 
breadth of collective effort needed to address the challenge.
Moderator: Adrienne Greve, Associate Professor of City & Regional Planning, Cal Poly 
SLO
• Michael Germeraad, Earthquake & Hazards 
Specialist, ABAG
• Christopher Benjamin, Director of 
Corporate Sustainability, PG&E
• Ross Clark, Climate Change Action 
Coordinator, City of Santa Cruz
• Curtis Ailing, Principal, Ascent 
Environmental, Inc.
8:30 - 10:00am (Phillips Hall)
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Successful Renewable Energy Actions
California communities are taking significant action to facilitate and even 
mandate the development of renewable and low-carbon energy—from utility 
scale projects that have regional and environmental implications to small scale 
projects that depend on business and property owners. This is a relatively new 
programmatic and regulatory area that is further complicated by overlapping 
state rules and regulations and by rapid technological change.  This session 
examines a set of innovative programs and actions designed to advance 
renewable and low carbon energy.
Moderator: Tammy Seale, Michael Baker International
• James Caruso, Senior Planner, San Luis 
Obispo County 
• Geoffrey Danker, Senior Policy and 
Planning Advisor, Southern California Gas 
Company
• Betty Seto, Acting Head of Department, 
Sustainable Buildings and Communities, DNV 
GL -– Energy
• Jason Caudle, Deputy City Manager, City 
of Lancaster
10:15 - 11:30am (PAC Pavilion)
The Right Tool for the Right Job: The Past, Present and Future of GHG 
Management Tools
Greenhouse gas accounting tools specific to local governments have proliferated 
in recent years. In addition to calculators for inventorying emissions, we now 
have tools for forecasting emissions, calculating the GHG savings potential of 
proposed actions, and tracking actual emissions against anticipated levels. These 
solutions range from no-cost to high-cost, Excel-based to cloud-based, and 
off-the-shelf to tailor-made. This session will educate participants on how to 
best navigate the waters and choose the tool that is right for your organization. 
Please come prepared with questions, ideas, and new tools to share with the 
group.
Moderator: Jillian Rich, Expert Program Manager, Government and Community 
Partnerships, Pacific Gas & Electric Company
• Jennifer Ward, Program Manager, WRCOG
• Susan Wright, Resource Conservation 
Specialist, County of San Mateo
• Brian Holland, Director of Climate 
Programs, ICLEI -- Local Governments for 
Sustainability
• Kadri Jugendi, Account Executive, Lucid 
Design Group
10:15 - 11:30am (Phillips Hall) 
Successful Energy & Water Efficiency Actions
The State of California has established ambitious goals for achieving energy 
and water efficiency. Much of the “high-hanging fruit” has been picked and 
communities now must develop innovative strategies. Speakers will talk about 
what works (and possibly, what doesn’t) and address the potential for achieving 
deep efficiency goals that will be needed in California’s future.
Moderator: Jillian Rich, Expert Program Manager, Government and Community 
Partnerships, Pacific Gas & Electric Company
• Dale Roberts, Principal Engineer, Sonoma 
County Water Agency
• Allison Wood, Associate Regional Energy/
Climate Planner, SANDAG
• Jillian Rich, Expert Program Manager, 
Government and Community Partnerships, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
• Josh Brock, Director of Community 
Development, Renovate America
1:00 - 2:15pm (PAC Pavilion)
Regional Collaboratives for Climate Action & Sustainability
Across California, organizations and stakeholders have come together to form 
regional collaboratives for the purpose of taking action on climate change and 
achieving sustainability and resilience. The Alliance of Regional Collaboratives 
for Climate Adaptation (ARCCA) is a network comprised of these existing 
regional collaboratives from across California. ARCCA’s members represent 
leading regional collaboratives that are already coordinating and supporting 
climate adaptation efforts in their own regions in order to enhance public health, 
protect natural systems, build economies, and improve quality of life. This session 
will introduce the why, who, and how of regional collaboratives. Following this 
session will be a special session for those interested in discussing the potential 
to form a regional collaborative on the Central Coast.
Moderator: Kif Scheuer, Climate Change Program Director, Local Government 
Commission
• Krista Kline, Managing Director, The Los 
Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate 
Action and Sustainability
• Cody Hooven, Sustainability Manager, City 
of San Diego
• Kerri Timmer, Government Affairs 
Director, Sierra Business Council
• Larry Greene, Executive Director, 
Sacramento Metro AQMD
1:00 - 2:15pm (Phillips Hall)
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Achieving Broader Community Goals Through Climate Action 
Planning
Co-benefits are key components of developing and implementing climate action 
plans. Co-benefits broaden the base of support for climate planning and they 
help achieve the broader vision of great communities. This session examines the 
power and potential of co-benefits and the important role of partnering with 
community organizations and stakeholders. Panelists will address issues such as 
transportation enhancement, economic development, and social capital building. 
Moreover, they will provide examples and insights on how to integrate co-
benefits into climate action and how to best work with community partners.
Moderator: Billy Riggs, Assistant Professor of City & Regional Planning, Cal Poly SLO
• Alexa Washburn, Vice President of 
Planning, National Community Renaissance
• Kate Meis, Executive Director, Local 
Government Commission
• Chris Gray, Principal, Fehr & Peers
• Dan Rivoire, Executive Director, Bike SLO 
County, and Council member, City of San 
Luis Obispo
2:30 - 3:45pm (PAC Pavilion)
Understanding the Role for Agriculture & Land Conservation in 
Climate Action Planning
Agriculture continues to present many challenges for climate action and 
deserves additional attention to both impacts and potential for GHG mitigation. 
Uncertainty in down-scaled regional climate change impacts makes decision-
making tough for the agricultural and land conservation community—solutions 
must provide the maximum adaptability. Although a now vigorous field of 
research, the potential for agriculture and land conservation for carbon 
sequestration is not as well understood as it needs to be for robust program 
development. This session will address how to best work with the agricultural 
stakeholders and land conservation organizations and will look at the latest best 
management practices. County representatives are especially encouraged to 
attend.
Moderator: Timothy LaSalle, Lecturer in the College of Agriculture, Food, & 
Environmental Sciences, Cal Poly SLO
• Karen Gaffney, Conservation Planning 
Program Manager, Sonoma County 
Agricultural Preservation and Conservation 
District
• David Morrison, Director, Planning, 
Building & Environmental Services, Napa 
County
• Libby Porzig, Senior Ecologist, Point Blue
2:30 - 3:45pm (Phillips Hall)
The Future of Climate Action Planning
To wrap up the conference this session will features leaders in the field 
discussing what they see as the future of climate action planning, focusing on key 
themes, observations, ideas and trends gleaned from the conference. The format 
will be a question and answer type session with ample time for questions and 
discussion with the audience.
Moderator: Erik de Kok, Senior Planner, Ascent Environmental, Inc.
• Kif Scheuer, Climate Change Program 
Director, Local Government Commission 
• Tammy Seale, Michael Baker International
• Michael McCormick, Senior Planner, 
Governor’s Office of Planning & Research
• Krista Kline, Managing Director, The Los 
Angeles Regional Collaborative for Climate 
Action and Sustainability
3:45 - 5:00pm (PAC Pavilion)
Save the date!
California Adaptation Forum
September 7-8, 2016  |  Long Beach, California
http://www.californiaadaptationforum.org 
VENUE:  All conference sessions will be held in the PAC Pavilion room or Phillips Hall. Both are located in the Performing Arts Center 
(PAC)  on the Cal Poly campus. The rooms can be entered at the rear of the PAC.
REGISTRATION and CHECK-IN: 
The Registration/Check-in desk is located on the Spanos Theater Patio. The desk will be open during the following hours: 
 Thurs: 8:00am – 3:30pm 
 Fri: 8:00am - 2:30pm 
CAMPUS ARRIVAL & PARKING:  If arriving by car, enter on Grand Ave. and park in the parking garage in front of the Performing 
Arts Center (PAC). Parking permits are sold by attendants at the entrance to the Grand Parking Structure on Thursday Aug. 13th from 
8:00am-10:00am and Friday Aug 14th from 7:00am-9:00am. The 2 day permit costs $12.00 and the 1 day permit costs $6.00. Please have 
cash ready. Participants coming later in the day need to buy a permit at a pay station. If arriving by bus, disembark at the PAC stop—free 
bus passes are available at the registration desk. If arriving by bicycle, there is plentiful bike parking around the PAC.
LUNCH: Lunch will be held at 19 Metro station on campus. It is cafeteria style with numerous options including vegetarian, vegan, 
gluten-free, and a salad bar. Make sure you receive your wristband when you check-in.
CONFERENCE ATTIRE:  Business casual is the appropriate attire at all conference events. 
LOUNGE and WORKSPACE:  The University Union (UU) 2nd floor has comfortable seating and wi-fi access if you need time to 
work or meet with colleagues. There is a Starbucks Coffee on the 1st floor of the UU.
WI-FI: Free guest access is available throughout the Cal Poly campus.  To log into SecureMustangWireless:
1. Connect to SecureMustangWireless.
2. Enter your Cal Poly Portal user name and password in the boxes provided.
 Username: guest
 Password: WiFi-guest63258 (case specific)
TWITTER:   Tweet about the conference! #CCAPC
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